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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, requires the specification to be written in "full, 
clear, concise, and exact terms." The specification is replete with terms which are not 
clear, concise and exact. In addition the specification has a number of spelling errors. 
The specification should be revised carefully in order to comply with 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph. Examples of some unclear, inexact or verbose terms used in the 
specification are: 

Page 6, line 11, "...for the receptive..." 

Page 6, line 16, "...receivers can be used an idea..." 

Page 6, line 22, "...benefit to this unit is that they..." 

Page 7, line 6, "...that will make them..." 

Page 8, line 23, "...THE INITATE..." 

Page 14, line 5, "...inside the hood or out..." 

Applicant's frequent use of the terms, "them" and "they" and misspellings make the 
specification unclear. 
This list is not exhaustive. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2-4, 7, 1 0-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wiener (7035422) in view of Anderson (6594370). 

Claim 2, Weiner discloses a left and a right front panel for covering respective left and 
right chest areas of the wearer, each front panel having an upper collar portion 
and a vest lining (Fig. 1 a-b and col. 4 line 47-51 ); 

a rear panel having opposite side edges connected respectively to the front panels for 
covering a back area of the wearer, and defining with the front panels, left and right 
sleeve openings, the rear panel having an upper collar portion and a further vest lining 
(Fig. 1 a-b and col. 4 line 47-51 ); 

a left and a right speaker mounted to the respective left and right front panels for 
receiving signals to generate vibrations, the mounting of the left and right speakers 
being adapted for transmitting vibrations to the chest areas of the wearer (Fig. 1a-e and 
col. 5 line 56-65); 

a rear speaker mounted to the rear panel for receiving signals to generating vibrations, 
the mounting of the rear speaker being adapted for transmitting vibrations to the back 
area of the wearer (Fig. 1b, Fig. 1 e and col. 5 line 56-65); 

Weiner does not clearly disclose a plug socket near one of the side edges of the rear 
panel for connecting at least one of a sound generating device and a power charger to 
the speakers. However, Weiner discloses a plug socket near one of the pockets for 



Application/Control Number: 10/796,687 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2615 

connecting at least one of a sound generating device and a power charger to the 
speakers (col. 6 line 39-42); Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to try different design placements, 
including the edges of the rear panel, in order to make the wiring and socket less 
noticeable. 

Weiner does not disclose a left and a right sleeve each removably connected to one of 
the sleeve openings for covering left and right arms of the wearer; 
a wristwatch removably connected to one of the sleeves; at least one wireless receiver 
mounted to the collar portion of at least one of the front and rear panels for sending 
sound signals to the speakers; and at least one reflector on at least one of the front 
panels, the rear panel and the sleeves. 

Examiner takes official notice on the limitation a left and a right sleeve each removably 
connected to one of the sleeve openings for covering left and right arms of the wearer; 
Weiner discloses a vest and various clothing (col. 2 line 5-6), therefore it would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
removable sleeves so that a user may form a vest from a jacket and vice versa as 
desired. 

Examiner takes official notice on the limitation a wristwatch removably connected to one 
of the sleeves; 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include a wristwatch so that the user can tell the time. 
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Anderson discloses at least one wireless receiver mounted to the collar portion of at 
least one of the front and rear panels for sending sound signals to the speakers (Fig. 1 
and col. 4 line 28-35) and at least one reflector (col. 4 line 35-40) 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Weiner's collar portion and panel speakers with the 
antenna and communication method of Anderson in order to be able to receive audio 
wirelessly (Weiner; col. 14 line 50-51). 

Claim 3 analyzed with respect to claim 2, Weiner in view of Anderson disclose, at least 
one pocket in each of the front panels a sound generating device in at least one of the 
pockets (Weiner, Fig. 1a and col. 6 line 32-36), and a credit card size remote control in 
combination with the vest for remotely controlling the sound generating device 
(Anderson; col. 3 line 63-66 and col. 4 line 3-5). 

Claim 4 analyzed with respect to claims 2-3, Weiner in view of Anderson disclose 
wherein the sound generating device is selected from the group consisting of: a CD 
player, an MP3 player, a radio, a computer, a DVD player, a game, and a television 
(Weiner; col. 6 line 34-35). 

Claim 7 analyzed with respect to claim 2, Weiner discloses wherein the speakers are 
internal and are mounted within the vest linings (col. 6 line 3-6 and col. 5 line 57-59). 
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Claim 10 analyzed with respect to claim 2, Weiner in view of Anderson disclose 
including a wireless transmitter connected to one of the collar portion (Anderson; Fig. 1 
and col. 4 line 28-31). 

Claim 1 1 analyzed with respect to claim 2, Weiner in view of Anderson disclose wherein 
the receiver is mounted to one of the collar portions of one of the front panels, the vest 
including a transmitter connected to the collar portion of the other front panel (Anderson; 
Fig. 1 and col. 4 line 28-31). 

4. Claims 5-6, 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wiener (7035422) in view of Anderson (6594370) in further view of Marmaropoulos 
(6535102). 

Claim 5 analyzed with respect to claims 2-4, Weiner in view of Anderson do not disclose 
including a hood connected to the collar portions and containing a built-in headphone 
for the wearer. 

Marmaropoulos discloses a hood connected to the collar portions and containing a built- 
in headphone for the wearer (Fig. 1 and col. 2 line 12-15). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the speaker garments of Weiner in view of Anderson with 
the hood and earphone of Marmaropoulos so that a user may have a convenient and 
comfortable method of listening to audio during cold weather. 
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Claim 6 analyzed with respect to claim 2, Weiner in view of Anderson do not disclose 
including a hood connected to the collar portions and containing a built-in headphone 
for the wearer. 

Marmaropoulos discloses a hood connected to the collar portions and containing a built- 
in headphone for the wearer (Fig. 1 and col. 2 line 12-15). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the speaker garments of Weiner in view of Anderson with 
the hood and earphone of Marmaropoulos so that a user may have a convenient and 
comfortable method of listening to audio during cold weather. 

Claim 8 analyzed with respect to claims 2, 7, Weiner in view of Anderson do not 
disclose including a hood connected to the collar portions and containing a built-in 
headphone for the wearer. 

Marmaropoulos discloses a hood connected to the collar portions and containing a built- 
in headphone for the wearer (Fig. 1 and col. 2 line 1 2-1 5). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the speaker garments of Weiner in view of Anderson with 
the hood and earphone of Marmaropoulos so that a user may have a convenient and 
comfortable method of listening to audio during cold weather. 
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Claim 9 analyzed with respect to claims 2, 7-8, Weiner in view of Anderson disclose 
including a wireless transmitter connected to one of the collar portions (Anderson; Fig. 1 
and col. 4 line 28-31) 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
Suzuki (4876724) 
Goldsmith et al (4858248) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FATIMAT O. OLANIRAN whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3437. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 



Application/Control Number: 10/796,687 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2615 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

FO 

A/ivian Chin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2615 



